Dear Harold, 


Jan. 23, 1990 


1 was very glad to hear that your operation was a 
success and that your recovery so far has been good as well. It probably 
has a lot to do with exercise routine you have established Over the 
past several years* That was something I recall my father was never 
able to do despite the fact that he had health problems similar to 
yours and the doctors kept urging him to ^t.moEe exercise, , 

Since the beginning of January I have managed to do 
a fair amount of reading, I got back to Frame-Up and finished it. 

Eay'^s initial legal representation was truly bizarre. After Percy ”Fourf lusher" 
got through with him I found it incredible, and sad at the same time, 
that J,B. Stoner was allowed to mess things up the way he did. 

In the course I teach on criminology we devote some time to the legal 
system and plea -bar fining. In the future I believe I may use this as 
an illustration of the dangers of plea-bargaining. 

Toward the end of the book, I was intrigued by 
your story of how you tried to confront the Justice Dept, and Attorney 
Geneml Mitchell regarding your requests for a copy of the extradition 
proceedings of Bay in England, It certainly reveals how all the high- 
minded rhetoric about the Freedom of Information means nothing in practice. 

These days news commentators always seem quick to praise the existence 
of freedom of information without acknowledging stories such as yo\ars. 

Along these lines, I am curious to see what happens in the Noriega case — 

I do hope he has a real trial and everything comes out, but that may 
just be wishful thinking on my part. 

Just a week ago I received another invitation to 
speak on the JFK assassination. The person who invited me said that he 
was intrigued by the letter to the editor I wrote back in November 
in which I challenged another former FBI specialist to take a hard 
look at his own FBI rather than criticize writers like Ltfton, I will 
let you know how it goes* 

With this month off fron teaching X have at long last 
sat down and begun to do some research and writing on JFK, I did a fairly 
thorough check on professional journals In sociology and criminology and 
fo\md not a single full-length article which deals with the assassination, (ovete ’ 
One I found in a psychology journal was almost laughable — it talked 
about people's willingness to believe in conspiracy theories in complete ^ 

ignorance of the facts, What I plan to do, as I know Dave has done in 
history, is to suggest sociologists and criminologists take a hard look 
at this, at how it reveals the failure of institutions. Sociologists 
are supposed to be sensitive to what really goes on in society, not just 
what the politicians or the media says goes on* 

Finally, I have begun to read Garrow's book on the FBI 
and Martin Luther King. When I finish with that I have 0 ^Reilly's Racial 
Hatters sitting on my desk. As I told Jerry McKnight in a recent letter, 

I still plan to obtain those files on the Invaders and Sanitation Workers, 
but there is no hurry . Spring break in early April or late Hay might be 
times in which this could be done. 



